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Greetings, Sunshine Retreads, 

   Even though the attendance was down, the Biketoberfest Luncheon 
was a very entertaining and informative event. Our guest speaker, 
Jim Walker, did an excellent job of relating to our group. Jim made a 
very good presentation about the concerns of our age group with mo-
torcycles and presented helpful suggestions. 

    I have decided to move our luncheons to Saturday in order to ac-
commodate the members who still work. I have written before that 
the foundation of our organization is communication through newslet-
ters and our website. With that in mind, I have asked our webmaster, 
Dick Handverger, to speak to us and demonstrate the features of our 
website at the Bike Week  Luncheon. 

   Dick Sabo announced the appointment of new leadership in the 
Leesburg group. Bob Walters will be the new director with Warren 
Houghton as his assistant. Many thanks to Dick and Randall Sumner 
for their years of leadership and thanks to Bob and Warren for ac-
cepting the positions. 

   Our next Sunshine Region event, the Chili Ride-in, is right around 
the corner. My son, John, will be doing the cooking and serving 
again. To help offset the cost, we are asking for a $3 a person dona-
tion. We are also asking for help gathering door prizes. I will have a 
box to collect your Christmas cards so they can be 
taken to the post office and stamped. 

   The 2012 Retread International Rally will be held 
in Biloxi. All I know at this time is the host hotel will 
be the IP Biloxi Casino and Spa Resort. As soon as 
I have more information, I’ll let you know. Wouldn't 
it be great if we could put together a few days to 
attend this event! 
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Sunshine Region Retreads Meeting Schedule 

Clermont  South Lake Retreads    

                Bob Evan's Restaurant on Rt27N across from  Walmart 

                    Check their website southlakeretreadsfl.weebly.com for meeting times 

                    Ed Jorge   617 686 7831    roadkinged1955@yahoo.com 

                    John Kruse   612 387 5000    kruser01@hotmail.com 

New Port Richey   Gulf Coast Retreads     

                Denny’s Restaurant, corner of US19 and SR62 

                    2nd Tuesday  7pm   —  Saturday rides 

                    Earl and Barb Halle    727 847 9108    ebhalle@aol.com 

Homosassa  Nature Coast Retreads    

                 Mama Sally’s Restaurant, Rt19  Crystal River 

                     Saturday, 8am   We have breakfast and ride follows 

                     Jacque Iverson    352 447 2662    jiverson4@tampabay.rr.com 

Inverness Retreads    

                B&W Rexall Drug Store, Citrus Plaza, 214 S. Hwy  Inverness 

                     Sunday, 8am    Ride follows 

                     Bob Fernandes     352 341 5762    fernandes.robert88@yahoo.com 

Jacksonville  North East Florida Retreads     

                 Meeting place will be announced 

                      By-monthly meeting is Sunday of odd number month 

                      George Skelton   904 642 3116    skelton_g@bellsouth.net 

                      Fred Bell    904 221 9569    bikerbell@yahoo.com 

Leesburg  Retreads     

                Cracker Barrel Restaurant  9450 US Hwy 441   Leesburg 

                      Bob Walters     352 326 3964   ra_walters@hotmail.com 

                      Warren Houghton     352 459 5547    whoughton01@comcast.net     

Melbourne  Retreads     

                 Golden Corral Restaurant   Palm Bay Road , Palm Bay 

                      Tuesday    5pm 

                      Eric Turner     321 727 8631     et8631@bellsouth.net 

Port St. Lucie Treasure Coast Retreads 

                Cross Roads Rest.  5050 128th Ave.  Okeechobee                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

                      Every 2nd Sunday, 9am 

                      Rick and Kris Stanley    772 344 6377     rick.stanley@live.com 
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Why is my bike so Top-Heavy? 
 
I must get this question via email five or six times a day, every day. I’ve written about it before but obviously, many of you 
haven’t gotten the message. 
 
Here’s the question. “I just got a brand new ( fill in the blank ) it’s SO top heavy! What can I do?” 
 
First, let’s get this straight. It ain’t the bike, there’s no such thing as top heavy. It’s simple physics. The bike has two 
wheels, one in the front and one in the back. If you don’t put the kickstand down, obviously the bike falls over. If you’re 
going extremely slow and you don’t keep power to the rear wheel with your clutch and throttle, the bike will fall over. It’s 
called gravity. 
 
Why does the bike feel stable at higher speeds? Why is it that you don’t have a problem balancing a bike above 15 or 20 
mph? Again, it’s simple physics. The two spinning wheels create a gyroscopic effect, that is, the force pulling you forward 
overcomes the force of gravity pulling you down. The faster you go, the more the motorcycle wants to continue going 
straight. Because of the gyroscopic effect of the two spinning wheels at speeds greater than 15mph, in order for the mo-
torcycle to turn, you must make it lean. If you push forward on the left grip, the bike will lean left and go left. If you push 
forward on the right grip, the bike will lean right and go right. 
 
Again, this is because of the gyroscopic effect. So, the question is, at low speeds how do I keep the bike from falling 
over? How do I overcome the force of gravity? Thankfully, the answer is very simple, you use the clutch and throttle, i.e., 
the friction zone. In addition, you put a little bit of pressure on the rear brake, as long as you put power to the rear wheel 
and at the same time a little pressure on the rear brake, the bike cannot fall over as long as the wheels are turning. Even 
if the wheels are turning very slowly. By very slowly I mean, 1 or 2 mph. Everyone has seen this if you’ve ever watched a 
slow race. If you see a motorcycle fall over during a slow race, or if the rider has to put a foot down to keep it from falling 
over, it’s because of a momentary loss of power to the rear wheel.  
 
If you don’t believe when I say that there’s no such thing as a top heavy bike, go to YouTube and watch police rodeo 
competitions. Notice that the rider’s seat on a police motorcycle sits about four to six inches above the frame. The rider’s 
weight of course is on top of that. That should make for an extremely top heavy motorcycle, yet, if you watch these vid-
eos, you can see these motor officers whipping their bikes through the tightest of turns and maneuvers with ease. They’re 
able to do this because they know how to use the clutch, throttle and rear brake. Knowing these simple techniques will 
allow any rider to ride any motorcycle regardless of its size or weight, even at the lowest speeds with skill and confidence.  
 
You’ll be able to say, “good-bye top-heavy bike!” How do you know if you’ve mastered the clutch and throttle? Remem-
ber, just having the ability starting off from a stop without stalling doesn’t mean you’ve mastered the clutch and throttle. 
Here’s a simple test for yourself. Go to a lined parking lot, make a circle within 2-1/2 parking spaces. With the motorcycle 
straight up and no leaning begin riding around that circle using the clutch, throttle and a little pressure on the rear brake. 
You should be able to do this at an extremely slow walking pace; that is, 1 to 2 mph, just barely moving. Keep your head 
and eyes up at all times. If you can’t do this, you have yet to master the clutch and throttle. In that case, you should start 
practicing the slow race in a straight line until you feel confident and then start riding the circle.  
 
For anyone with a couple thousand miles under their belt, you should have this mastered in about one hour. For more 
tips, tricks and techniques, go to my website, www.ridelikeapro.com  
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Chili Ride-In 
Saturday, December 10th 

Fort Christmas Historical Park 

1300 Fort Christmas Rd. 

Christmas, FL 32709 

Sunshine Region  

Retreads 

Chili prepared by 

award winning chef  

Lt. John Schardine 

There is no charge for admission to 

the park. 

We will be asking for a donation of 

$ 3 per person to cover expenses 

 

Bring your own preferred beverage 

Fresh graded cheese, bowl, spoon and 
crackers 

will be supplied 

50/25/25 

Drawing 

Door  

Prizes 

Bring your Christmas cards 

to mail at Christmas Post Office 
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2006 Harley Davidson Electric Glide Classic: 36,000 miles, J&M CB, Kuryakyn Highway Pegs, 
Kuryakyn Brake Light Kit, Harley custom mirrors, windshield chrome, leather windshield bags, 
Screamin Eagle air filter, chrome axle covers, shorty antennas,air vents,chrome license plate 
holder. Amsoil Synthetic oils used, Good rubber, color Brandy Wine Sun Glow. Asking $13,000, 
Leesburg Florida, e-mail ra_walters@hotmail.com, (h) 352-326-3469, (c)863-307-0390. 05/2011 

For Sale: 

Aluminum tri-fold motorcycle loading ramp.  

$100 

Call Jack at 850 212 1930 or email jackschardine@comcast.net 

2008 GL 1800 Gold Wing 

20,175 miles— Honda extended warranty till 9/19/ 2014 

Call Walter at 229 226 1192                               $16,000 

 

 


