
ers with our groups. This 

has become a serious 

liability problem for our 

organization! If you ride 

with a Retread group, 

you should be a current 

card carrying member. 

 The Tallahassee group 

has put together a set of 

Rules for their group. It 

is very professionally 

written and has worked 

well for them. I have put 

them on page 4 . 

Take a look and review it 

with your group, It is on-

ly an example and could 

be modified for your 

needs. 

  If an individual wears 

the Retread insignia and 

is not a current card car-

rying member, they are 

mis-representing them-

selves and our organiza-

tion! 

 

  In just a few days 

Carol, my son, John 

and I will be heading 

to Hickory, NC for 

the International Ral-

ly. I consider myself a 

very blessed person 

to have the two most 

loved people in my 

life to be sharing my 

passion for the sport 

of motorcycling and 

the Retread organi-

zation. We hope to 

see many of you at 

the rally. 

  Over the past 

twenty- five years we 

have met so many 

wonderful people 

through the Re-

treads. Thatõs why the 

Retreads were 

formed. Over forty 

years ago, the organ-

izers wanted to pro-

vide  communica-

tions for like-minded 

people in their older 

years. Thatõs the main 

benefit for its mem-

bers. 

   John Kennedy said,   

ò Ask not what your 

country can do for 

you , ask what you can 

do for your country?ó  

I say ask not what the 

Retreads can do for 

you, ask what you can 

do for the Retreads? 

When you take so 

much pleasure from an 

organization, you 

should think about re-

turning some of the 

efforts given by so 

many. 

  While at the rally, we 

will be attending a 

meeting of the Region-

al Directors. I plan to 

address the subject of 

non-card carrying rid-
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I was 12-years old and it was a 
hot summer afternoon when I 
stood at the side of the road and 
flagged down my best friendôs 
father.  ñI just got this motor 
scooterò, I said, ñand I canôt get 
it startedò.  My friend had the 
ultimate, a Cushman Eagle.  
Mine was an Allstate, sold by 
Sears.  Within a minute, my 
friendôs dad had my new scooter 
running and that was the start of 
my motorized, two-wheel riding 
experience. 
My Allstate had a centrifugal 
clutch; I sometimes had to push 
it up steep hills.  And I could hit 
40 going down those steep hills.  
I had an after school job and a 
summer job as well.  That scoot-
er never failed to get me to work 
until I was nearly 18 when I got 
my first car and went off to col-
lege. 
It wasnôt until I was in my 30ôs 
that I rode again.  A friend and I 
toured Michiganôs Upper Penin-
sula.  We had a camper unit on 
the back of a pickup truck with 
a small boat tied on top of that, 
an outboard motor mounted on 
the front of the truck and we 
pulled a trailer with two medi-
um sized dirt bikes.  We spent 
two weeks riding bikes, fishing 
and traveling through the UP.  I 
had forgotten how much fun the 
bike was. 
When my sons were 9 and 11, I 
bought them a mini dirt bike 
which they rode around a self-
made dirt track in the vacant lot 
next door.  It was a challenge, 
but I could ride it with my 
younger son on the back.  We 
would tool down Centerville 
Road to Killearn Acres, which 
was just being developed and 

ride through the woods and trails 
and have a great time. 
Then, in 1987, a gal that worked 
for me wanted to sell her Yamaha 
250; a combination road/dirt bike.  
I bought it!  I rode it in town only 
once, to have it worked on at the 
Yamaha shop which was then on 
South Monroe.  Living in 
Killearn Lakes, I usually went the 
other way; out Meridian or 
Thomasville Rd.  That was a fun 
bike.  I remember how it would 
vibrate when I got up to 55; try-
ing to keep up with traffic doing 
the speed limit on Thomasville 
Rd.  Later, I sold that bike to a 
friend in Charleston who had 
never ridden before.  The first 
time on it, he lost control in his 
driveway and dumped it on his 
front lawn.  He sold it and never 
rode again! 
In the summer of 2001 my son 
Kevin, living near Minneapolis, 
stood drooling as a Harley went 
by.   His wife, who had snuck up 
behind him, said, ñFor Godôs 
sake, why donôt you go buy oneò, 
so he didé a Heritage Softail 
Classic.  That fall I flew up to 
spend Thanksgiving with them 
and the day after, we went for a 
two hour ride.  It was 55-degrees 
and as I found out, I was not 
dressed properly.  I was stiff and 
cold when we got back but I real-
ly enjoyed the ride.  The next 
day, Minneapolis got 7-inches of 
snow so that concluded bike rid-
ing for that season. 
A year later Kevin made the big 
mistake.  He and his wife were 
out riding some back roads when 
he pulled over and asked, ñDo 
you want to give it a try?ò  To his 
surprise she said ñYesò.  Now 
there are two Harleys in the fami-
ly! 
The urge to ride again was gnaw-
ing at me all the following year.  
So finally I said, ñWhy notò? 
In 2003 I looked at a Yamaha 
650.  My son said I needed the 
1100 but I felt that was too big 
and heavy.  We argued; he won.  
I bought an ô03, V-Star 1100 
Classic with only 1500-miles.  I 
took the schooling and got certi-
fied a month later.  It took me a 

full year before I finally felt comfortable riding in traf-
fic. 
 I retired in June, 2006 and one of my goals was to ride 
more.  So, I joined the Retreads Club that met at 
Hardeeôs every Wednesday.   Now, I was making pro-
gress.  The more I rode, the more I enjoyed it.  Howev-
er, several fellow riders were telling me how much 
they enjoyed their Gold Wing.  In December, 2006, I 
bought a 1990 Wing with a trailer.   Now you talk 
about a big and heavy bikeé Wow!  I put 33,000 
miles on it in 30-months. 
About a year ago, I traded up to a 2006 Gold Wing.  
There was absolutely nothing wrong with that 19-year 
old bike I was riding, but Iôm glad I made the change.  
I found the newer Wing to be much easier to handle, 
especially around town.  So now, Iôll probably put the 
Yamaha up for sale and settle down with one bike, a 
lot of fine memories and hopefully a lot of good riding 
ahead. 
A couple of years ago I went to The Barber Motor-
sports Museum near Birmingham, AL.  There it was, 
my first motor scooter; the one I got when I was 12!  
The color of the seat was different, everything else was 
the same.  What great memories.  I recall I wore gog-
gles after getting hit in the forehead by what I think 
was a bumble bee.  Gas was 32-cents a gallon for regu-
lar.  Ethyl was 36!  I made 75-cents an hour.  I could 
get in a lot of riding for an hourôs work.  The muse-
umôs scooter had a slight blemish on the right side.  I 
remember mine had a blemish on the right side.  Could 
the museum have my old scooter?   
       

   Keith Balon 
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it right and even greater suffer-
ing if you get it wrong. 
You will note that the second 
set appears to be factitious and 
the first set more realistic. An-
other rule that I would insert in 
the first set is never pass the 
rider in front of you.  You may 
say who would practice any of 
rules in the second set. THINK! 
I bet that you have seen some-
one that breached one or more 
of those rules. Probably you 
have yourself. 
 
As riders, we recognize the 
dangers of riding motorcycles 
and must always drive in a de-
fensive manner to protect our-
selves and others who ride with 
us. Another area that many of 
us gives no thought to is the 
manner in which we follow the 
ride leader. 
If individuals understood that 
their riding habits, especially 
bad, affected all others in the 
group, and each remained cog-
nizant of that, would contribute 
to a more enjoyable and safe 
ride. 
 
One violation that we see on a 
regular basis is that riders do 
not maintain consistent spacing 
between cycles. This creates 
two problems. One, if the lead-
er can not see all riders, it in-
terferes with decisions that the 
leader may need to make. Se-
cond, the failure to maintain 
proper spacing permits vehicles 
to integrate between the cycles 
creating several potential dan-
gerous situations. Mainly, the 
leaderôs line of sight has been 
lost. Should the leader make a 
turn or change lanes, those rid-
ers behind the vehicle may not 
notice this move until the last 
moment thus creating another 
dangerous situation. 
If several or all motorcycles do 
not have CB radios, communi-
cation is impossible within the 
group. Only visual sight of each 
other let those that follow know 
the movements of the leader or 
those riders in front of you. 

Spacing therefore, must be properly maintained. 
Without the benefit of CBs, each rider should 
know and use the hand signals for a safe ride. 
 
A good leader should discuss the planned ride with 
the group prior to leaving. The route, stops and 
designation should be discussed. No rider should 
leave the group without first advising the leader of 
your intentions and the point where you will leave. 
That way the leader and/or the group will know 
that you left the ride and will not have to wonder 
whether or not you had mechanical trouble along-
side the road.  
 
Remember that no successful ride can be accom-
plished with 6 or more opinions being constantly 
directed to the leader. The leader is the chief and 
the rest of us are the braves. There can only be one 
chief so FOLLOW THE CHIEF. 
 
If common sense and practice of safe riding habits 
are followed, our trips will be uneventful and en-
joyable for all. Remember, your time to lead may 
be next. 
 
Charles Portero 
Tallahassee Retreads 

Recently, two friends shared 
with me two different views on 
Rules for a safe motorcycle 
ride. The first stated: 1. fuel 
up before a planned ride; 2. 
staggered formation (lead 
left); 3. keep close formation; 
4. no lane sharing; 5. close 
formation at red lights; 6.  
point to hazards for others; 7. 
leader leaves stop at slow 
speed; wait for group if divid-
ed; 9. rest breaks each 60-90 
minutes;10. speed equals haz-
ards and conditions; and 11. 
plan ride for least lane cross-
ing to include passing. 
 
The second stated: 1. takeoffs 
are optional; stopping is man-
datory; 2. never try to drive 
farther than your fuel will 
allow; 3. when in doubt, stay 
home. No one ever suffered 
major injuries from a head-on 
with a remote control; 4. there 
are good stops and there are 
great stops. Any stop you can 
walk away from is a good one. 
A great one, you can drive 
your bike away; 5. learn from 
the mistakes of others, you 
may not live through yours; 6. 
your probability of survival is 
directly and inversely propor-
tional to your angle and speed 
of arrival to the stopping ob-
ject. The higher the speed and 
closer to head-on, the less 
chance of survival; 7. never let 
your bike take you someplace 
your brain hasnôt spent at 
least 15 seconds; 8. in the eter-
nal conflict between objects of 
plastic and steel moving at 
speed and the ground, the 
ground has yet to lose; 9. good 
judgment comes from experi-
ence. Unfortunately experi-
ence comes from bad judg-
ment. See rule 3; 10. keep 
looking around thereôs always 
something you missed; 11. 
remember that gravity is not 
just a good idea, itôs the law, 
and one that doesnôt break 
easily; and 12. remember thy 
co-rider for they are the bear-
ers of great pleasure if you get 

Rules for a Safe Motorcycle Ride     by Charles Portero 



treads. 
2. Membership in the organization is by invi-
tation only. 
3. Prospective members must hold a valid 
motorcycle endorsement on their driverôs li-
cense 
 4. After invitation a prospective member must 
ride with the TR on a regular basis. This will 
be a maximum of three months before a vote 
is called. 
5. A vote on membership acceptance will be 
announced one business meeting prior to the 
vote. The business meeting for announcement 
and vote must be one week apart. 
6. Membership in TR may be limited by a 
vote. Only voting members shall be counted in 
this limit. 
7. A member may be dismissed for not con-
tributing to TR meeting its goals. 
 
RULE 5                MEETINGS AND TRIPS 
1. Regular meetings of TR shall be held each 
week, unless cancelled, at a location chosen    
by TR. The Director or Assistant Director will 
preside over the meeting which is to include 
old and unfinished business, new business 
and /or other items or issues that may be of 
interest to the membership. The chapter direc-
tor/assistant director is responsible for minutes 
of the business meeting as the director deems 
necessary for chapter business. This may be 
done by them or he/she may appoint a secre-
tary. Director or assistant director may appoint 
a member to conduct business meetings in 
their absence. 
2. Must be a member to participate in TRôs 
over-night trips. Members may invite a pas-
senger. 
 
RULE 6                       OFFICERS 
1. The officers are Director and Assistant Di-
rector and any other the membership deems 
necessary for the TR to conduct business. 

RULE 1                   NAME 
              
We will be in compliance with the by-laws 
of the Retreads Motorcycle Club Interna-
tional, Inc (Retreads) 
1. The name of this chapter shall be Talla-
hassee Retreads (TR). 

 
RULE 2                  GOALS 
The following are the purposes for which 
TR has been organized: 
1.  Follow the ideals of the Retreads  
2. Enjoy each otherôs company and 
greatly enjoy weekly rides to restaurants or 
other places of interest in the area 
3. Plan travel, trips of interest outside the 
Tallahassee area 
4. Support and help each member with 
problems/projects regarding our motorcy-
cles 
5. Retain camaraderie and other common 
interest as a riding chapter. 
6. Strive to have one hundred percent partic-
ipation in weekly meetings and chapter  
    projects. 
 
RULE 3                VOTING 
1. A voting member is defined as a member 
of TR who is actively riding motorcycles. A 
passenger does not qualify as a rider. The 
director shall keep a list of all voting mem-
bers. 
2. A quorum shall consist of 70% (Number 
of voters will be rounded up above .5) of 
voting members. A quorum must be present 
to vote on any motions. 
3. All votes shall be by voice or electronic 
means. The election of officers and mem-
bership may be by secret ballot. 
4. All votes must pass by two thirds majori-
ty (number of voters will be rounded up 
above .5) of the quorum. 
5. All votes requiring the motion be present-
ed one week prior to a vote will be eligible 
for electronic voting. These are the votes 
requiring one week notice--  membership, 
election of officers and changes to the rules. 
Electronic voting includes phone, text mes-
sages, emails or any other means that the 
Director or Assistant Director can verify. 
Electronic voters will be included in the 
count for a quorum. It is the members Re-
sponsibility to verify that the Director or  
Assistant Director (whomever will be con-
ducting the business meeting) have their 
votes. 
 
RULE 4                  MEMBERSHIP 
1. Membership in TR requires a current 
membership in good standing with the Re-

2. For election of officers, nomina-
tions will be made by members and 
elected by vote. 
3. Newly elected officers will start 
their term at the next business meeting 
after the election 
4. Term of officers is a minimum of 
one year from taking office. 
5. Officers serve at the pleasure of the 
membership. 
 
RULE 7                    ASSESSMENT 
New riding members will be assessed 
$10.00 to pay for needed expenses 
which will be determined by the Chap-
ter Director. The Chapter Director 
may place an assessment not to exceed 
$10.00 on all voting members as re-
quired for chapter business. Any mon-
ey collected and spent by the local 
chapter is open for inspection as to the 
expenditures and balance by any 
member. The director has the discre-
tionary power to spend funds up to 
twenty five percent of the treasury for 
chapter business without membership 
approval. 
 
RULE 8                 CHANGES 
These RULES may be altered, amend-
ed or repealed. These changes or addi-
tions must be presented at a TR busi-
ness meeting and voted on at the next 
business meeting. These meetings 
must be one week apart. 
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